TECH TIP

Prolonging Compressor Life?

To prolong AC compressor life on the 2001 — 2002 Caravan, V oyager
and Town & Country minivans, Chrysler has programmed the Powertrain
Control Module (PCM) to engage the compressor during engine cranking.
Chrydler callsthistheir “anti-slugging” feature. This feature was designed
to pump liquid refrigerant out of the compressor that can collect as system
pressures equalize.

Unfortunately, this feature worked better than expected and can also
pump the lubricant out of the compressor when the AC system has not been
used over several drive cycles. Thisloss of lubricant can result in
compressor noise and possible lock up.

Chrysler has produced a Technical Service Bulletin (TSB 24-002-02)
to resolve this dilemma which involves a software flash to update the PCM
programming. This flash will take into consideration, previous drive cycles
and compressor operation. If the AC compressor has not been active during
recent drive cycles, the AC compressor will not be engaged during engine
cranking.

Refer to Chrysler TSB 24-002-02
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